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United States Mint, Philadelphia, Penn., 
Assay Department, 
January 14, 1880 


Note to the Superintendent. 


I beg leave to make some further explanation as to the task which the Director has laid 
upon you, about the standard weights. 


Excepting the original Troy pound, we have not the means of deciding upon the absolute 
accuracy of any one weight, as they have at the Bureau of Weights and Measures. There they 
have the complete series, every weight independent, so to speak; and they are the final appeal. 
But here, all we can do is by synthetic counterpoise; that is, for instance, to see if the 200 and 
300 vary from the 500. They may happen to agree, or to disagree; and yet they may all be wrong, 
for the purpose of standards; not wrong, for ordinary weighings of coin or bullion. 


The adjusting of standard weights is, as you know, a very tedious, critical work; it is a 
business by itself, and to this end the Bureau of Weights and Measures was created. Now, will it 
not be sufficient, to enlighten & satisfy the Director, if Mr. Westenmeyer compares a few of the 
principle standard weights, to show that they are no longer worthy to be so held, but that we 
ought to have a new set, adjusted by authority, at the proper office. 





It is unnecessary to borrow a beam from Mr. Troemner, carrying one pound, as we have 
just such a beam of French make, in my office, equal to any that can be borrowed. 


That the front part of the building is any more steady on Sunday than on working-days, 
can hardly be possible. We are daily weighing to the thousandth of a grain; and the jar from 


carriages in the streets would be more felt than the movements in the rear buildings. 


D. 


